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largely revised and partly re-written by the author. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


D. C. PRYOR 


As | have become more and more familiar with the aims, objectives 
and functions of the New Zealand Library Association | have been 
more and more impressed with the breadth and general effectiveness 
of its work. 

We must surely be an unique organisation in many respects, and 
| certainly know of no other which has such diverse and varied 
ramifications—we extend our influence into the highest places in 
the land and into the smallest country districts wherever books 
may be in demand. We cater for the scientist, the politician, the 
historian, the reader of fiction; we provide reading for the 
toddler of tender years, for every age group from under-fives right 
through to the aged in their arm chairs. 

The membership of our organisation is in itself an indication of 
the cosmopolitan spirit which permeates all its activities. We have 
the professional librarians and, for such, act very much as a trade 
union, | have been impressed with the dignified and careful attention 
given over the years to such matters as salaries, conditions of service, 


This address was delivered at the opening of the 27th N.Z.L.A. Conference, Inver- 
cargill, on 25 February, 1958. 
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and methods of raising the professional status of librarians. The care 
and thought given to the establishment of the Register of Librarians 
and the conditions attached to the awards of Associateships and 
Fellowships made these almost a classic amongst such theses. 

The care of and assistance to professional members of | the 
Association must always be one of its major functions. This work 
has been carried on so effectively and so wisely that salaries, working 
conditions and professional status have all been raised very con- 
siderably, and at the same time the Association has retained the 
goodwill and co-operation of all those many organisations and 
individuals served by our Librarians. When it is remembered that 
these organisations range from Cabinet itself, through city councils, 
directorates of banks and large businesses and town boards, to, in 


= 


the more remote districts, small, loosely-formed library committees, | 


this must be regarded as no mean feat. 
The New Zealand Library School has, over the years, provided 
the library service throughout the country with a supply of highly 


trained and efficient personnel to whom is due in large measure | 
the immense uplift, particularly in our public libraries, over recent | 


years. 


We expect a very great deal of our librarians, and, in the main, | 


they are rendering an extraordinarily good service to our community 
life. In addition to the technical skills essential to the efficient 
Organisation and administration of the libraries, we have come to 
expect, as of right, many other services from our local libraries and 
librarians. We expect the librarian to be our adviser and guide in 
all our reading, and for that reason I feel, and feel strongly, that 
we have a right to expect him to be available to the public for a 
large portion of his time. Too often in our public libraries we find 
the contacts with and direct servicing of customers left in_ the 
hands of young and unskilled assistants, whilst the librarian and his 
skilled assistants are engaged in administrative and other professional 
work in the back room. This should not be so. 

Then, too, there are so many aspects of the cultural life of the 
community which can best originate in and be directed from the 
library. It is not my intention to elaborate—but I do wish just to 
indicate at this stage some of the obligations which I feel must be 
recognised by our libraries, if they are to be as real an_ influence 
as I am sure they can be, and, indeed, already are in many con- 
munities throughout the country. 

So our Association has a duty to its professional members— (0 
give them every opportunity to achieve as high a standard of train- 
ing, conditions of service and salary as will enable the profession 
to rank with others of a similar nature. It is worthy of note, too, 
that by so doing we are, through these trained, keen personnel, 
rendering a great service to the public who use the libraries. 

I am not forgetting—nor must the Association—that many of our 
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Fellows and Associates are also rendering a very great service to 
many skilled workers in the universities, in the world of science 
and commerce, in our schools and colleges. 

So it is Our bounden duty as an Association to look after our 
professional members. 

But the membership of our Association extends much more widely 
than this and includes city councils, schools, business firms and 
diverse individuals who are interested in books and libraries. Repre- 
sentatives of these organisations bring to our deliberations the view- 
point of the employer and the user and, by a combination of all 
these, we have, I feel, been able to establish an organisation which 
caters for and furthers the interests of all those associated in any 
way with libraries. 

So it is that in addition to attending to the rights and privileges 
of our librarian members we have been able to do so much in the 
direction of catering for the needs of those who use our libraries, 
be it in the direction of advice regarding buildings or expert direction 
for the organisation and preservation of archives. 

Some idea of the widespread nature of our work is indicated in 
the positions to which the 1956 Graduates of our Library School 
were appointed. These included Assistants in the National Library 
Service, Cataloguing Assistant to a university library, Reference 
Assistant to a large public library, Librarian to a smaller municipal 
library, Librarian-in-Charge of the Technical and Commercial Section 
of a city library, Assistant in the School Library Service, Librarian 
to the New Zealand Geological Survey, Wellington, and Reference 
Assistant in the Alexander Turnbull Library. 

This summary of the variety of librarians’ work might, | think, 
te more forcibly brought to your notice by just a brief outline of 
the actual libraries represented in the membership of our Association. 
We have five libraries each serving populations of 50,000 or more, 
with possibly 20 branch libraries associated therewith. We have 
large libraries attached to each of the Universities and to Massey 
and Lincoln Agricultural Colleges and to each of the Teachers’ 
Training Colleges. 

There is the National Library Service which includes Country 
Library Service, National Library Centre, Library School and School 
Library Service, with headquarters in Wellington and depots and 
distributing centres in Christchurch, Hamilton, and Palmerston North. 

Then there are some 40 or 50 Special Libraries amongst our 
members including such important units as the Alexander Turnbull 
Library, the General Assembly Library, and the libraries of the 
Cawthron Institute, the D.S.1I.R., the Ministry of Works, the Education 
Department, the Health Department, the Reserve Bank, and so on. 

In towns of between 10,000 and 50,000 population we have 14 
or 15 more public libraries, and in boroughs with a population of 
under 10,000 between 90 and 100 more, nearly all of which receive 
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substantial assistance in kind from the National Library Service. 
If we add to this the 800-odd libraries in remote districts and the 
hundreds of libraries established in our colleges and schools, we 
do begin to visualise the extent and wide ramifications of library 
service throughout New Zealand. 

Before concluding this introduction to my address and in order 
to complete the picture which | wish to form the background to 
my remarks, may | just for a moment outline the types of work 
with which your Council has to deal during the year as illustrated 
by the standing and ad hoc committees appointed each year to carry 
out the many functions of the Library Association. These are: 
Credentials Committee, Fiction Committee, Finance Committee, 
Legislation Committee, Librarians Salaries, Recruitment, Conditions 
and Qualifications Committee, Library Buildings Committee, Library 
Training Committee, National Library Committee, New Zealand 
Book Resources Committee, Nominations Committee, Public Library 
Service Committee, Publications Committee, Archives Committee, 
Children’s Library Service Committee and Conference Committee. 

Just one other suggestion which may complete the picture. Have 
a look at your fellow delegates attending this conference. We have 
librarians from large cities, towns, boroughs and small town districts, 
from universities, schools, commercial firms, banks and all types 
of scientific organisation. We have present also mayors and coun- 
cillors from probably all important and, certainly, all enterprising 
municipalities from the far north to the near south. We have others 
who are members just as interested individuals. And we shall, | 
venture to say, find provided during this week something of interest 
for each one of us. 

I regret that this address is rather taking on the nature of a 
catalogue—perhaps | am imbibing something of the atmosphere of 
the library and librarian. May I suggest that you complete the picture 
by a careful reading of the Annual Report of the Association which 
will be presented to you during this conference. 

| have thought, however, that the picture I have attempted to 
present to you is necessary for a complete appreciation of the three 
large projects which are in hand at the present moment in_ the 
interest of both libraries and their clientele—the librarian and the 
reader, be he research worker, scientist, historian or general reader. 

These are: 

(i) The establishment of a National Library. 
(ii) Regional library co-operation. 
(iii) A survey of our libraries by an expert in library organisa- 
tion and management. 

As the matter of the creation of a National Library is at present 
in the confidential stage, my comments must be somewhat restricted. 

We visualise a National Service integrating the services of the 
present state libraries and eliminating unnecessary overlap. 
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It would, we hope, undertake the supervision and co-ordination 
of the work at present carried out by the Country Library Service, 
the School Library Service, the New Zealand Library School, the 
National Library Centre (i.e. interloan and bibliographical services), 
the General Assembly Library, the Alexander Turnbull Library and 
such other libraries or library services (e.g., direct reference service 
at research level) as may be regarded as national in character, with 
particular interest, | hope, in national and local archives. 

The essential feature would be the provision of a building or 
buildings of utility value and providing the dignity and character 
merited by such national obligations. 

The position at the moment is that this matter has been fully 
considered by a Public Service Commission Working Party which 
has made very full recommendations to the Prime Minister, and your 
Council has been privileged to peruse and study its report. However, 
this matter has now been referred to a Select Committee of the 
House, and we await the result of their deliberations. 

Your Council considers this to be a subject of the utmost import- 
ance. Indeed, we feel that the whole of the work of the National 
Library Service is in danger of serious undermining if something is 
not done in the immediate future. I have no hesitation whatever in 
stating that the conditions under which the headquarters of this 
service—to which the whole nation is so greatly indebted—has to 
work, are a positive disgrace and an insult to those who work 
therein. Housed in three old residences in a side street in Wellington 
—where even passing from one room to another is fraught with 
danger, literal physical danger—this wonderful service is handicapped 
in every possible way, and should relief not soon be available must 
surely not only cease to expand but, of necessity, greatly restrict 
its activities. And what a calamity that would be! 

Whilst we can render every commendation to the officers of the 
Service for the initiative and improvisation with which they overcome 
their difficulties—these conditions cannot be endured any longer. 
I feel the first step of the Select Committee should be a visit to the 
present premises. If they escape alive, | am sure impetus and purpose 
would be given to their deliberations. 

We must not be put off by any further procrastination in this 
matter—procrastination which appears to be due to a fear on the 
part of some people in authority that some small portion of their 
privileges might be in danger. I am sure that further study of the 
matter will prove them to be wrong and indeed that each and 
every branch of the library service at a national level must gain 
from the establishment of a National Library. It is our duty as 
an Association and as individuals to see that this point of view is 
brought forcibly and clearly before the Select Committee. 

I leave the question at that. It is the paramount question in the 
New Zealand library world at the moment. It may be necessary 
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at a later stage to seek the assistance of every member of the 
Association and every section of our organisation to add force to 
cur representations. I repeat, the matter is of the utmost urgency 
and must be foremost in all our minds during the ensuing year. 

The matter for immediate consideration by this conference, and | 
hope for some definite action before we complete our week’s work, 
is that of regional co-operation in library administration. You have 
all received and, I hope, studied carefully, the report prepared and 
distributed to you all by the committee which was set up after our 
Conference and discussion at Rotorua last year. 

This matter is to be debated fully at a later session and speakers 
much more able and knowledgeable than myself will be placing the 
case before you. | commend it for your very earnest and favourable 
consideration. 

1 wish to deal with one particular aspect of the case which | 
feel to be fundamental. I refer to the unfair distribution of the 
financial burden of providing library facilities to the people of New 
Zealand. 

Be it considered from the angle of reference and research work, 
the preservation of archives, the provision of recreational reading 
or story books for five-year-olds, | maintain, and maintain strongly, 
that library work is essentially educational in character and in effect. 
Books must be regarded as probably the most powerful factor in all 
educational progress. To the infant, the adolescent, the tradesman 
the student and the teacher they are essential tools of trade. Wherever 
educational progress is made, be it by individual, by group or by 
the mass, the influence of the written word is more potent than any 
cther individual factor. 

This being so, library work, and particularly school, college and 
public library work, should be regarded in the same light as all 
other work in our schools, colleges and universities. We in New 
Zealand regard education as a function of the state, and this being 
So, the greater percentage of all educational finance is provided by the 
Government. This means, of course, that the cost is met by the 
general taxpayer and distributed by the Government either directly 
or through district or local education boards. 

The financing of education, be it primary, secondary or university 
has never in New Zealand been regarded as the responsibility of 
local authorities. Provision of salaries, buildings and essential equip- 
ment has always been undertaken by the Government. 

If | am correct in my submission that library work is essentially 
educational in intention and effect, it would appear that there is a 
case for approaching the Government to shoulder greater financial 
responsibility for the provision of library facilities throughout the 
country. 

Somehow or other the position has arisen where in certain com- 
munities the provision of a public library service has become almost 
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entirely the responsibility of the municipalities, and we as ratepayers 
are providing almost half a million pounds annually to provide this 
essential educational service. 

In addition to that, very little assistance to schools and colleges 
is given by the Government for the purchase of books, charts, 
pictures and other library materials, and again the burden falls on 
local bodies—school committees, home and school associations; ‘etc. 

| am not forgetting the wonderful work being done by the National 
Library Service and the School Library Service. | appreciate that the 
school service is now available—almost free of charge—to all 
primary schools; that teachers are being rendered an almost invalu- 
able group loan scheme; and that our country libraries could not exist 
without the assistance in kind rendered by the Country Library 
Service. 

I believe this would be a good time for me to digress from the 
main theme of my address in order to indulge in some comments 
on the work of the National Library Service—as it appears to a 
layman. | am aware that much of that which I have to say is known 
to a great many of my hearers—indeed most of it can be found 
in the annual reports of the Service. However, | make no apologies 
for repeating it for two very definite reasons. Firstly, in the mem- 
bership of our Association there are many members like myself 
who have little or no knoweldge of the work of the professional 
librarians; and, secondly, I believe that these matters should be 
fresh in our minds when we are considering this matter of regional 
ce-operation. In order to be successful such a scheme will have to 
build on and around what we have. Most of us know what we have 
in Our municipal and district libraries—it is essential that we should 
also know just what is available from the National Service in the 
way of book stock and other services. 

The National Library carries out its manifold functions in four 
main sections, although it would appear to me that these cannot 
be isolated and must interlap and correlate very closely. 

The aspects best known to all of us are the Country Library 
Service and the School Library Service. By means of the Country 
Library Service books are made available either free or at a small 
charge to almost one thousand (957 in 1957) towns and small 
centres. Most of these books are distributed by vans, but the service 
includes also hamper loans to isolated groups, free loans to light- 
house keepers and similar remote readers, and free loans on a 
population basis to Ministry of Works, State Hydro-Electric Depart- 
ment and Forest Service Camps. 

In addition, all these borrowers are entitled to and, indeed, freely 
make use of the request and interloan services. At present these 
services and those of the School Library Service are carried out from 
three centres—Hamilton, Palmerston North and Christchurch: 

Under our proposed regional scheme we picture 14 or 15 of these 
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centres throughout the country, each serving a limited district and 
each with one, two, or even more central libraries (for reference, 
archives, etc.) in addition to the book depot. 

At present a service is rendered to 110 of the local authority 
libraries which provide a free service, in addition to several small 
libraries to which counties make some contribution. These libraries 
serve a total population of 409,510 and, in addition to request books 
and periodicals, have nearly 82,000 books on regular loan to them. 

Under the influence and encouragement of the officers of the 


National Library Service some measure of regional co-operation is | 





already in force in four places—on the West Coast, in Southland, 
in North Otago-South Canterbury and near Christchurch. 

It is true that the schemes have not yet spread beyond the stage 
of collective buying and exchanging, but the scheme is proving very 
popular and is proving to be one of the most effective methods of 
spending the local book vote in small towns—and it is certainly 
something on which each district can build. 

Under the “B” Service, assistance is rendered to small independent 
subscription libraries. There are over 800 of these libraries linked 
with the Service, with a total of 72,142 books on loan to them 
during 1957. Many of you are much more familiar with this service 
than I am. I know from my many country friends just how much 
it is valued. I feel the regional scheme can build on this and extend 
it until those in the most remote districts are receiving a_ service 
equal to the city dweller—and paying their share towards its cost. 

The School Library Service | shall leave to a later section of my 
address. It is sufficient to make my point at this stage to state that 
it serves 2,449 schools with total rolls of 283,593 pupils and that 
last year the total number of books supplied amounted to 1,057,021 
a truly magnificent record! 

Of the other two sections I have little to say. The Library School 
has as its main function the provision of graduates of the Professional 
Course—men and women who can be expected to carry on the 
many complex duties of the professional librarian with dignity and 
honcur to the profession. And it is doing just that. In addition to 
the Professional Course, one or two short courses are held each year. 

Then, finally, we have the National Library Centre which, in 
addition to acting as the division responsible for the Headquarters 
work of the Service, promotes in every possible way the full and 
co-operative use of our New Zealand library resources. It is the 
work of this section which is probably most seriously hampered by 
the restricted and inefficient accommodation conditions under which 
its work has to be performed. It is to the Centre, too, that are 
referred all interloan requests for material the location of which 
is not readily known—and they usually find the answer in the Union 
Catalogue. 

Add to this the publication of the Book Resources circulars, the 
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maintenance of the Union List of Serials, and the compilation of 
the annual Index to New Zealand Periodicals and National Biblio- 
graphy and we realise that this is a very busy and certainly a most 
important aspect of library service in New Zealand. 

However, all this admitted and appreciated, the help rendered is 
not sufficient. What is more, it is most unfairly distributed inasmuch 
as it renders the most help in communities which do least to help 
themselves. And in saying this I am not forgetting the wonderful 
services rendered by that noble band of voluntary, or very poorly 
paid, people who have established and run those small libraries 
and distributing centres in all sorts of remote districts throughout 
the country. The fact still remains that the city ratepayer is paying a 
much greater proportion of the country’s library expenditure than 
is fair and reasonable. 

From his rates he provides a library service—note that | do 
not state merely a library—a library service not only for himself 
but for the use of all those in the surrounding counties and country 
districts who pay the small uneconomic charges made to them, and 
for the students and teaching staff of any university or college 
situated within their area. 

But, in addition to that, from his taxes he assists to pay for the 
library services rendered to the county ratepayers through the National 
Service and to every school in the country that participates in the 
School Library Service. 

Remembering that by all standards this is an educational service, 
it does appear that a time has come for stocktaking and, realising 
this, we have placed before you this Regional Co-operation Scheme. 
We believe we have a right to a greater contribution from the 
Government, provided always that that contribution is used fairly 
and equitably to serve all sections of the community. 

At present the distribution of the cost of library service over the 
whole community is most unfair—I think that must be admitted 
by all. In the cities, the ever-increasing rate burden is added to very 
considerably by the need to provide the whole of a service that is 
very freely used by residents in adjacent districts whose local bodies 
contribute nothing whatever towards the provision of this service 
lor their own ratepayers. 

Once we admit this position, we are faced with the question— 
Can we better this service? Of course we can. It is unfair, it is costly, 
it overlaps, and it fails to provide an effective service, so of course 
we Can improve it. 

We believe we have offered a solution in our scheme for regional 
co-operation. I realise that there are difficulties. Some municipalities 
will have to throw a great deal into the pool and, for a while at 
least, draw very little out; others, who have never faced up to 
their obligations, will have to do so. I do not believe even that there 
is One formula that can be applied in unvaried form over the whole 
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country. But I would leave you with two thoughts which I hope 
you will keep in mind during the discussion: 

(i) Is there any other way in which a good and efficient library 
service can be extended to all our people other than by 
co-operative effort within each region? And 

(ii) Can we approach the Government for additional financial 
assistance unless we can assure them: 

(a) That the money will be well and wisely used for the 
benefit of all; 

(b) That we have unanimity amongst ourselves and are pre- 
pared to accept responsibility in the administration; and 

(c) That we are prepared to make a substantial financial 
contribution, raised by a reasonable levy over the whole 
community. 

1 trust I will have further opportunity to express my views on 
this question later in the Conference. 

The third major project we have in mind at the moment is a 
survey of our libraries by an expert in library organisation and 
management. 

Your Council has felt the need for some such survey for some 
considerable time, and early this year made an approach to the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York. We have now received a definite 
assurance of financial assistance in the carrying out of that survey 
and we are in the course of negotiating for suitable personnel to 
do the job. 

It would appear that some such survey is necessary to overcome 
the isolation which seems to me to be an inherent fault in our 
libraries throughout New Zealand. It is apparent from the large city 
institutions right through to the small collections in the country. A 
stranger (to library methods and plans) has this impressed most 
forcibly upon him as he moves from one place to another. In each 
institution he sees something to commend and, almost invariably, 
something not so well done as in the last one he visited. 

There appears to be littke or no exchange of ideas—very little 
similarity in the “build up” pattern. In some cases it would appear 
that if one place is correct in its methods then another must be 
completely wrong. This is, of course, in the main, due to the fact 
that in actual practice there is no co-ordination except perhaps 
through training in our Library School. 

This must lead to waste. There should and indeed must be some 
effective method for interchange of ideas. | do not infer that what 
is right in one place is of necessity the correct thing for another. 
But we do see some excellent ideas confined to one library—in 
fact I have had one librarian boast to me that a certain idea was 
quite original and he would make quite sure no one else should 
copy it. This is surely a wrong attitude. It is natural and right that 
each librarian should take a pride in his own concern and endeavour 
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to make it the very best possible with the resources available. But 
some means of co-operation and co-ordination must be evolved if 
we are to have the best overall service. 

May I cite one example of what I mean. You can walk into 
some libraries and get service. Someone who knows his books and 
his customers is there to welcome and discuss, to criticise and advise. 
A very important aspect of a librarian’s duty in every department. 

But how often book exchanges are left entirely to junior untrained 
assistants. | am quite sure that if the librarian from this latter cold 
institution could have a few weeks just looking on in a place of 
the other type he would immediately realise the value of the extra 
work and time involved. 

Some such exchanges have been made, usually among junior staff, 
and these must be regarded as a step in the right direction. 

I wonder if I dare offer as a solution a system of inspectors or 
visiting advisers. We have such people in every other branch of 
public service and I feel they could do almost invaluable work in 
our library service. | do not propose to outline the duties of such 
people as I see them, but do suggest they could let the public body 
concerned know if they are receiving the service to which they are 
entitled. But above all they could talk and advise, could carry ideas 
from one place or person to another; could suggest improvements and 
alterations which may not be so obvious to the person on the spot. 
We have found this so in the teaching profession where inspectors are, 
in the main, welcomed into the schools and their advice and assist- 
ance appreciated and acted upon. 

In the meantime the scheme we have in mind should give us 
an overall picture as seen by an expert in library organisation and 
administration. I personally would like to see associated with him 
both one of our own leading librarians and a layman interested in but 
not involved in library work. Sometimes it is valuable to see things 
through eyes with a different focus and | feel sure that a layman’s 
point of view would be of assistance in obtaining a complete picture. 

In the meantime, I am sure we all welcome the prospect of the 
survey and will give our very earnest support to whoever may be 
invited to carry it out. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I have an idea that I am the first school 
teacher to have been honoured by election to the position of President 
of the New Zealand Library Association. That being so, and in view 
of my intense interest in children, I feel 1 should conclude my address 
with a few remarks on the library service for children in New 
Zealand. 

In this | am greatly assisted by a report by the Children’s Library 
Committee and comments thereon by the Children’s and Young 
People’s Section of our Association, and if I am guilty, as I shall 
be, of quoting from that report in the course of these remarks, that 
will be pardoned, I hope, along with many other plagiarisms com- 
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mitted by me during this address. My only satisfaction is that I feel 
sure no one person will recognise all of them and that all concerned 
will exercise a noble spirit of leniency. 

Primarily I believe that we should take books to the children 
rather than children to the books. For that reason the first essential 
is to build up the libraries within each individual school, and the 
second to provide training to teachers in order that these libraries may 
be used to the best advantage. 

In primary schools the present grant of 2s. per pupil per year 
is quite inadequate—indeed it appears to be swallowed up in grants 
to new schools. In other cases education boards order in bulk and in 
others again direct grants are made to the schools concerned. These 
appear to be very spasmodic, and at erratic intervals are dropped into 
the lap of a headmaster to be spent as quickly as possible. Each 
school should know just what it is to receive each year. 

Most primary schools also purchase with locally raised funds which 
are subsidised by education boards and departments. Most boards 
require a list of proposed purchases for approval before ordering, 
but on the whole this scheme works satisfactorily. 

In addition to this each primary school now has an issue of 
books (approximately one per child) from the School Library Service 
and each teacher is eligible for up to 20 books on request. It would 
appear then that there is little or no excuse for any shortage of 
books actually within the schools. 

Once in the school it is a matter of internal organisation to get 
them into the classroom, as it is there that they are likely to be of 
best use. 

In a large school, whether it be primary or secondary, it is usually 
found best to have a small “reading for pleasure” library in each 
class room with a central library of reference books, book sets, 
charts, etc., from which teachers may draw as required. 

For ordering purposes the lists supplied by the School Library 
Service are very valuable, but I believe the more successful method 
is to select the books actually from the shelves of the better book- 
shops, each teacher choosing the books for his own class, and the 
whole staff being brought into consultation for all other purchases. 
On no account should the purchasing of any section of the books 
be left in the hands of any one person. If public libraries would follow 
a somewhat similar course | believe more satisfaction would be given 
there also. The essential point is, however, that any school of 
reasonable size which aims to make proper use of its library will 
require to have its books actually in the school. 

The most serious problem is the cataloguing and circulating of 
the books once they are in the school, and I make a very strong 
plea for the appointment of a skilled children’s librarian to serve 
the schools and colleges for each area of the School Library Service. 

My own experience leads me to believe that such a person could, 
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in two or three days, establish within a school a system which would 
create order out of chaos and enable the very best use to be made 
of the resources available. 

But even with that assistance it is still essential that the library 
service within the school should be organised by a person qualified 
to carry on the very important work of teacher-librarian. Until such 
time as the Education Department recognises this necessity and makes 
such appointments, some form of training of teachers is required. 

This must be recognised by the teachers’ colleges—where | feel 
most of what is necessary could be taught in a few well-prepared 
lessons—with practice within the associate schools. If the young 
teachers could come into our schools with a knowledge of types of 
books available, their suitability for the various age groups, and the 
best methods of making them available to the children, they would 
be of invaluable assistance in raising the standard of librarianship 
within our Schools. 

But our Association can assist in this matter also, and I make 
an urgent plea that we give our wholehearted support to some type 
of refresher courses for present teaching personnel. 

The standard of school libraries is definitely rising; the types of 
books available are constantly improving; and the actual numbers of 
books within the schools is approaching the desirable. The problem 
is just to make the very best use of what we have. 

I believe every teacher should be impressed with the responsibility 
he has in the use and understanding of books and that this can best 
be done: 

(i) In the training colleges—imbue the student teacher with a 
love of books and a knowledge which will enable him to 
use them most effectively. 

(ii) By visiting librarians—skilled personnel able and keen to 
impart the knowledge necessary to conduct a school library 
successfully. 

(iii) By refresher courses—for library work for teachers. 

I trust ovr Association will take an active part in promulgating 
such plans. 

I repeat: some very wonderful children’s books are now available. 
Given the finance and the knowledge, | am certain the teachers 
will place them in the schools and with our assistance make the very 
best use of them. 

In addition to the books within each school there is usually within 
reasonable reach a public library with a special children’s section. And 
here a great deal of wasteful duplication occurs—in the main un- 
avoidable until such time as we see the establishment of some form 
of regional organisation. Such an authority could take some note of 
the type of books supplied within the schools and endeavour to sup- 
plement rather than duplicate that service. Indeed, even at present, 
some such system might quite easily operate with the exercise of some 
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little initiative by the officers concerned. For example, in most cities 
it will be found that ezch school has ample supplies of books on 
all aspects of Social Studies and Nature Study, either on its shelves 
or available from the Country Library Service, and I feel that these 
could well be left off the shelves of the public library. 

Every headmaster appreciates the help and co-operation he is 
receiving from his local public library. Most of these have built up 
remarkably good children’s sections and have officers able and willing 
to assist with the work in the schools, and I do not wish any com- 
ments of mine to seem to indicate a lack of appreciation of their 
work. Far from it—all | ask is that there be still further co-operation, 
particularly in the purchasing of books. 

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, may I conclude by again 
expressing my keen appreciation of the honour you have conferred 
upon me by having me as your President for the past year, by 
giving my promise of my continued co-operation and assistance in 
carrying on the work of the Association, and by thanking you for 
bearing with me this evening. 





PLASCOVERS, NELSON 


Non tear or acetate book covers, made in any size, 
bound with cloth or lassometic tape in colours, red, 
blue, green, grey, yellow, and black (white in lasso- 
metic only). 

Cloth tapes (adhesive): 5s. 6d. per 50-yard roll. 


Cut plastic pieces. Non tear P.V.C. or acetate, any 
size required. Prices reasonable. 


Plastic adhesive glue: 6s. 6d. per pint. 
Prompt attention given. 
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N.Z.L.A. STANDING EXECUTIVE 


COMMITTEE 
NOTES ON MEETING OF 22 JANUARY 1958 


Present: S. Perry (in the chair), G. T. Alley, A. G. Bagnall, W. J. 
McEldowney, D. M. Wylie, the Registrar and the Hon. Editor. 

Royal Commission on Local Authority Finance: The Registrar read 
a letter from the Secretary of the Royal Commission on Local Authority 
Finance acknowledging the Association’s request for an extension of time 
in which to prepare submissions but asking that if the submissions could 
not be submitted by 10 February they be forwarded as soon as possible 
after that date. A letter from Mr Dunningham was also read, stating that 
there had been no dissentient votes on the proposals for submission to 
the Royal Commission set out in the circular from the Chairman of the 
Local Authorities’ Section on 9 January. The correspondence was received. 

Conference Programme: It was reported that the American Ambassador, 
Mr Francis H. Russell, had agreed to address the annual conference and 
that Mr A. R. Dunlop, Southland Boys’ High School, had agreed to speak 
in the session on “Education for Librarianship”. The reports were received. 

Stratford Borough Council: A \etter from the Town Clerk, Stratford, 
was received, and it was agreed that the following resolutions passed by 
the Stratford Borough Council be referred to Council for consideration: 
“That this Council views with concern the proposed reduction to be 
imposed by the Associated Booksellers of New Zealand, and urges that 
the Association oppose to the full any reduction in the margin of 
discounts at present in vogue. 

“That the New Zealand Library Association explore the possibility of 
direct indent of library requirements on the basis that all libraries may 
participate”. 

Photographs of Library Buildings: A \etter from UNesco, asking the 
Association for photographs of modern library buildings in New Zealand, 
for reproduction in the tenth volume of the UNEsco Manuals for Public 
Libraries, was received. Mr Alley reported that a set of suitable photo- 
graphs would be sent by the National Library Service. 

Student from Fiji: The Registrar read a letter from Mr D. Krishnamurti 
stating that a member of his staff wished to study for the Preliminary 
Examination of the New Zealand Library Association and asking whether 
the Association could recommend him to any library in New Zealand 
as an employee, to enable him to qualify for admission to the examination. 
lt was decided to circularise libraries likely to be able to help and to refer 
the correspondence to the Training Committee. 

Central Bureau for Library Book Imports: Mr Bagnall reported that, 
shortly after the system of import licensing had been reintroduced, the 
question of book imports for libraries had been discussed with the Customs 
Department, and that the existing machinery of the C.B.L.B.I. would be 
used to administer the recommendation of licenses for libraries. The report 
was received, and it was resolved that Wellington members of the Book 
Resources Committee be authorised to take any action that might be 
necessary to ensure that libraries receive the full amount of licence and, 
in the event of any threatened reduction in the amount allocated to 
libraries, to take steps, after consultation with the President, for immediate 
representations to be made to the Government. 
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N.Z.L.A. COUNCIL 


NOTES ON MEETINGS HELD DURING 
CONFERENCE WEEK 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 25 FEBRUARY 1958 


Present: The President, D. C. Pryor (in the chair) G. T. Alley, A. G. 
Bagnall, D. B. Black, L. Christie, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, A. G. W. 


Dunningham, W. J. McEldowney, R. N. O'Reilly, S. Perry, F. A. Sandall, | 


D. M. Wylie, the Registrar and the Hon. Editor. 

Apologies: Apologies from Mr R. Duthie and Mrs E. E. McMillan were 
sustained. 

Survey of New Zealand Library Services: It was resolved that the matter 
of obtaining a suitable person to undertake a survey of New Zealand library 
services be referred to the Standing Executive Committee for investigation 
and report to Council as soon as possible. 

Activities Committee: The Hon. Secretary presented his report on the 
aspects of the Association’s work which might be examined by an Activities 
Committee and moved that it be referred to the incoming Council with 
a recommendation that it be the basis of the Activities Committee’s work 
There was some discussion on the way in which the Committee should 
work, and it was agreed that the Committee should have power to 
communicate with other Committees direct and that it should report 
progress to the Council. With this understanding the motion was carried 

“Books for All’: The Registrar reported that comments on the film 
Books for All had been obtained from the Film Librarian at Kansas City. 
Missouri, Public Library, and from the A.L.A. Headquarters Librarian, 
and that these would be passed on to the National Film Library. The 
report was received. 

Children’s Library Service Committee: The recommendation in_ the 
Committee’s report that opportunity be taken as soon as possible to con- 
vene a Working Party of representatives of librarians, teachers, and the 
Education Department was discussed at some length. It was _ resolved 
that the report be received and referred to the incoming Council for its 
favourable consideration. 

National Library Proposals: Mr Bagnall reported that the new Govern- 
ment, at its first session of the House, had reaffirmed the resolution of 
the previous Government setting up a Select Committee to enquire into 
and report upon the ways and means of establishing a National Library 
and all matters relating to or incidental thereto, extending the time of 
reporting to fourteen days after the commencement of the next Session 
It was resolved that the report be received; that the Association ask a 
soon as possible for permission to make representations to that Committee: 
and that the line of approach approved by Council at its meeting in 
August 1957 be followed. 

New Zealand Administrative Staff College: Mr McEldowney gave an 
outline of the requirements necessary for admission to the N.Z. Adminis 
trative Staff College, and consideration was given to the question of 
submitting a nomination frcm the Association for the next course. It was 
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resolved that the report be received and referred to the Local Authorities 
Section. 

Royal Commission to Enquire into and Report upon Local Authority 
Finance: Mr McEldowney reported that a memorandum had been sent 
to Council on 30 January asking for an expression of opinion on a draft 
statement prepared for submission to the Royal Commission. The majority 
of the comments received had been in favour of the draft, with the 
exception of several minor amendments, and all the comments had been 
taken into consideration in the preparation of the amended submission 
which had been forwarded to the Commission, together with copies of 
Co-operation: a new phase and a covering letter asking for an oppor- 
tunity to make further amplifying submissions at a later date. It was 
resolved that the report be received and referred to the incoming Council 
and to the Local Authorities Section and that the action so far taken 
be endorsed. 

Junior Chamber of Commerce: A recommendation from Mr Dunning- 
ham that the Association should prepare a programme of assistance 
to libraries for the New Zealand Junior Chamber of Commerce was 
discussed, and a statement of some of the activities carried out by Jaycees 
in the United States of America was received. It was resolved that the 
matter be referred to the Standing Executive Committee to explore 
possibilities with the National Executive of the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Census of Libraries: Mr McEldowney referred to the meeting of the 
Standing Executive Committee held on 20 November 1957 which passed 
the following motion which had been recorded as a notice of motion at 
its meeting of 16 October: “That in view of the fact that an early 
survey of New Zealand libraries is projected, the Department of Statistics 
be asked to extend its 1959 census to cover state, university and major 
special libraries.” Questionnaires had already been sent out by the 
Department so that libraries would know in advance what information 
they were required to supply for the year ending 31 March 1959. A 
letter from the Association had also been sent to the libraries concerned 
stating that the project had the Association’s support. It was resolved 
that the report be received and the action of the Standing Executive 
Committee confirmed, and that a letter be forwarded to the University 
and Research Section stating the reasons for the action taken. 

Scientific, Technical and Commercial Library Service: A letter from 
the Minister of Education, acknowledging the Association’s recommendation 
that an appointment be made to the National Library Service staff of 
a person qualified to develop and co-ordinate a scientific, technical and 
commercial service through public libraries, was received. 

Annual Report and Balance Sheet: The Annual Report and Balance 
Sheet were formally approved for submission to the Annual Meeting. 

Election of Nine Ordinary Members of Council: The Registrar reported 
that, pursuant to Rule 35, thirteen candidates were nominated for the 
election of nine ordinary members of Council for the year 1958-59. 
The voting resulted in the election of the following candidates: A. G. 
Bagnall, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, H. J. Lorimer, H. Macaskill, R. N. 
O'Reilly, C. S. Perry, J. O. Wilson and D. M. Wylie. A letter of resignation 
had later been received from Miss Cowey. The report was received. It 
was resolved that the resignation of Miss Cowey be accepted with regret 
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and that she be thanked for her services. The Nominations Committee 
was asked to bring forward recommendations for the election of three 
members of Council in terms of rules 35 M, N and O, and to fill the 
casual vacancy created by Miss Cowey’s resignation. 

Appointment of Three Members of Council and Filling of Casual 
Vacancy: It was resolved that Messrs D. B. Black, H. Brown and L. 
Christie be appointed to the Council in terms of rules 35 M, N and O, and 
that Mr H. H. Barker be appointed to the casual vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Miss H. B. Cowey. 

Fiction Committee: It was resolved that the Fiction Committee's report 
be referred to the incoming Council. 

Legislation Committee: It was resolved that the report on page 8 of 
the Annual Report of the Council be received as the report of the Legis- 
lation Committee. 

Librarians’ Salaries, Recruitment, Conditions and Qualifications Com- 
mittee: Mr Christie reported that a draft report had been prepared and 
that he had hoped that it would be referred to the Local Authorities Section 
for discussion at conference. It was resolved that the interim report be 
received and that the Committee be asked to have the final report in the 
hands of Council in time for it to be considered before the August meeting. 

Library Buildings Committee: The Registrar read a letter from the 
Convener, Mr Sage, reporting that the Committee had received no com- 
ments on its report, 1957/53. It was resolved that subject to any editing 
that may be necessary and to a re-examination of the provision made for 
children’s books, the principles of library planning set out in the report 
be approved as an N.Z.L.A. standard and published in New Zealand 
Libraries, and that extra copies be off-printed. It was resolved that the 
question of inclusion of illustrations in the statement be referred to the 
Publications Committee for report to the Standing Executive Committee, 
with power to act. 

Library Training Committee: It was resolved that the Committee's 
report be received and that the recommendation that representations be 
made to the Education Department asking that clerical assistants be trained 
for non-professional work in school libraries be approved. 

National Library Committee: The Committee’s report as set out in the 
Annual Report of the Council was received, together with the verbal 
report made by Mr Bagnall. 

New Zealand Book Resources Committee: On the motion of Mr Alley 
the Committee’s report was received. The recommendations were 
then considered separately and the following resolutions passed: 

(i) That an appropriately worded message be sent from the Conference 
asking that the Association’s request that library requirements be 
met through the C.B.L.B.I. be dealt with as one of urgency. 

(ii) That the terms offered by the Associated Booksellers of New 
Zealand be recommended to members and that Council draw the 
attention of school members to the requirements regarding the pre- 
paration of orders. 

Public Library Service Committee: Mr Wylie presented the report of 
the Public Library Service Committee and moved that the summary of 
the survey of financial statistics be published in New Zealand Libraries. 
Mr Alley pointed out that information about some of the libraries which 
had not furnished returns was available at the National Library Service, 
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and offered to make the information available so that it could be 
incorporated in the report. This offer was accepted by Mr Wylie. The 
motion was then carried. 

Publications Committee: On the motion of Mr Bagnall the report of 
the Committee was received and the following recommendations adopted: 

(i) That the Fiction Lists, with the exception of the annual index, in 
future be published in cyclostyled form instead of in New Zealand 
Libraries. 

(ii) That the Registrar be authorised to investigate the costs of having 
New Zealand Libraries distributed direct by the printers. 

(iii) That a new edition of Who's Who in New Zealand Libraries be 
prepared for publication in about October 1958; that Mr A. L. 
Olsson be appointed to act as editor; and that the publication be 
produced in multilithed form if possible. 

Committee on Regional Library Co-operation: The Committee’s report 

as set out on page 7 of the Annual Report was received. 

Remits from Auckland Branch: The Registrar reported that the follow- 
ing remits had been received from the Auckland Branch on 5 February 
after the formal notice of conference had been circulated: 

(i) The Auckland Branch expresses its dissatisfaction with the existing 
method of financing branch expenses whereby application has to be 
made from time to time for specific small sums. The Branch suggests 
that the N.Z.L.A. grant to the branches an annual sum calculated 
on a per capita basis for expenses incidental to their efficient 
functioning. 

(ii) In view of New Zealand’s need for further advancement in scientific 
and technical training, this Branch requests the N.Z.L.A. to recom- 
mend that more attention be given in the Library School Course 
to the techniques of specialised librarianship. 

It was resolved that the remits be referred to the conference session 

to be brought forward at the conclusion of the other remits if time permits. 

National Historic Places Trust: Mr Bagnall tabled the annual report 
of the National Historic Places Trust. 
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NOTES ON MEETING OF 28 FEBRUARY 1958 


Present: The President, F. A. Sandall (in the chair), G. T. Alley, A. G. 
Bagnall, H. Brown, L. Christie, C. W. Collins, E. O. E. Hill, H. Macaskill, 
W. J. McEldowney, R. N. O'Reilly, S. Perry, D. C. Pryor, J. O. Wilson, 
D. M. Wylie and the Registrar. 

Welcome to New Members: The President extended a welcome to Mr 
Brown, Mr Macaskill and Mr Wilson, expressing the wish that they 
would enjoy their work on the Council. 

Vacancy on Council: The Registrar read a letter from Mr H. H. Barker 
declining the appointment as an ordinary member of Council which had 
been offered to him. It was resolved that Mr E. O. E. Hill be appointed 
to the vacancy. 

Vote of Thanks to Outgoing Members: \t was resolved that a vote of 
thanks to the outgoing members of Council, Miss H. B. Cowey, Mr 
A. G. W. Dunningham, Mr R. Duthie and Mrs E. E. McMillan, be 
recorded in the minutes. 
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Activities Committee: It was resolved that an Activities Committee 
set up on the basis of the recommendations in the report of the Hop 
Secretary. 

Children’s Library Service Committee: After considerable discussion 
about the recommendation contained in the Committee’s Report that ; 


Working Party of librarians, teachers and representatives of the Education | 


Department be convened to discuss the development of school and child 
ren’s library services, it was resolved that the matter be brought up again 
for further consideration at the next meeting of Council. 

Royal Commission to Enquire into and Report on Local Authorit 
Finance: It was resolved that the Royal Commission be informed tha 
the conference has endorsed the report Co-operation: a new phase an 
that the Local Authorities Section has endorsed the submission made. |i 
was agreed that a report on the submissions made to the Commission 
should appear in the next Newsletter. It was resolved that the Standing 
Executive Committee be asked to arrange with the Executive of the 
Local Authorities Section a suitable delegation to appear before the 
Commission. 

Fiction Committee: \t was resolved that the recommendation of the 
Fiction Committee be approved, namely: “That in future the Fiction Lis 
be compiled by the Fiction Committee from the annotations of librarian: 
who have examined the books; that it be published in a monthly cyclo 
styled list, graded as hitherto, and despatched to public library member 
of the Association, using, whenever possible, the same posting arrangement 
as the N.Z.L.A. Newsletter.” 

School Library Service: A recommendation from the Children’s and 
Young People’s Section, “That until a better service is developed it be : 
recommendation to Council that the Association urge the Department o! 
Education to do all within its power to see that the best possible us 
is made of the School Library Service”, was received. It was _ resolved 
that a suitable letter be sent to the Director of Education conveying the 
terms of the recommendation to him. 

Code of Ethics: The following recommendation from the Professiond 
Section was received: “That it be a recommendation from this annué 
meeting of the Professional Section to Council that a code of ethics b 
adopted by the New Zealand Library Association.” (Note: The Section 
is continuing to consider a code of ethics and will bring forward concrete 
proposals at the next annual meeting of the Section for recommendation 
to Council on both the code and the method of administering it.) It was 
resolved that the recommendations be approved but that action be deferred 
pending further representations from the section. 

Librarians’ Salaries, Recruitment, Conditions and Qualifications Com 
mittee: It was resolved that the report of the Committee be received and 
the recommendation, “That the draft scale be circulated as a working 
document to those organs of the Association most likely to be interested’ 
adopted. 

Local Authority Representation on N.Z.L.A. Council: The Registra 
read a letter from the Hon. Secretary of the Local Authorities Section 
expressing concern that no local authority representatives were elected in 
the postal ballot conducted by the Association in 1958 and stating tha! 
“although the Executive appreciates the action of the Council in appoitl 
ing Local authority members it is felt that, if possible, means should b& 
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found, in future, by which this can be done by the Local Authorities”. It 
was resolved that the matter of local authority representation on the 
Council be given due consideration by the Activities Committee when it 
is set up with a view to submitting a report and recommendation to the 
August meeting of Council. 

Small Public Libraries Section: The Registrar read a report from the 
Small Public Libraries Section of the Association on the meeting held 
during conference and forwarding the recommendation passed on that 
occasion: “That Council be asked to allot more than one hour to Small 
Public Libraries Section meetings at future conferences”. It was resolved 
that the report be received and the recommendation referred to the Con- 
ference Committee. 

Census of Libraries 1959: A letter, dated 27 February, from the Uni- 
versity and Research Section expressing regret at the action taken by the 
Association in reversing the recommendation of the Section on the parti- 
cipation of university and special libraries in the forthcoming census of 
libraries and further regret that the Section was not notified earlier, was 
received. 

Standing Committee of University Librarians: The Registrar read a 
letter dated 28 February 1958 from Mr G. H. Briggs reporting that the 
university librarians, with their deputies, had formed themselves into a 
Standing Committee of University Librarians in order to confer regularly 
on problems specially relevant to university libraries, such as university 
library buildings and equipment, finance and administration, staffing 
problems and salaries, relations with other libraries and institutions. The 
letter was received. 

Biennial and Regional Conferences: It was resolved that the recom- 
mendation from conference, “That Council be asked to prepare a report 
on the desirability of holding biennial and regional conferences”, be 
referred to the Activities Committee. 

Bursaries and Studentships: Consideration was given to the recommenda- 
tion from conference “that the Government be asked to provide bursaries 
and studentships, similar to those available for post-primary teaching, for 
selected university students who wish to go on to the Library School”. 
It was resolved that the recommendation be adopted and a suitable letter 
sent to the Government. 

Children’s and Young People’s Section: Consideration was given to 
a resolution passed by the Children’s and Young People’s Section at its 
meeting during conference: “That this Section views with dissatisfaction 
the conference arrangements which have resulted in the Annual Meeting 
of the Children’s and Young People’s Section being held at the same time 
as other Section meetings, such as the Local Authorities Section, and urges 
that such clashes be avoided at future conferences.” It was resolved that the 
resolution be referred to the Conference Committee. 

Reciprocal Borrowing Arrangements: It was resolved that the following 
conference resolution be referred to the Public Library Service Committee 
o draw up a statement of conditions which could be circulated: “That this 
conference of the N.Z. Library Association urges all local authority members 
maintaining public libraries to offer free holiday facilities to registered 
borrowers of other public libraries, upon production of their current 
membership card of their home town library, upon the same terms as 
services given to their own residents”. 
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Public Library By-Laws: Consideration was given to the remit passe 
by conference: “That the matter of revising and bringing the New Zealan 
Standard Specification no 781, part IV, relating to Public Libraries, iny 
line with the requirements of modern library practice, be referred to th 
Council for appropriate action”. It was resolved that the matter be referre 
to the Public Library Service Committee for report. \ 

Specialised Librarianship: \t was resolved that the following resolution 
passed by the conference session be referred to the Library Trainin 
Committee for report: “In view of New Zealand’s need for further 
development in scientific and technical training, this conference recom 
mends Council to enquire whether more attention can be given in the 
Library School course to the techniques of specialised librarianship”. 

Conference Reports: \t was resolved that the conference resolution 
“That this conference ask that it be a recognised principle that report 
be made to it by all meetings and seminars arranged in the official pro. 
gramme of conference”, be forwarded to the Conference Committee for 
implementation. 

Conference Seminars: It was resolved that the following resolution from 
the Archives and New Zealand Seminars be forwarded to the Conference 
Committee: “Satisfaction was expressed with the arrangement at this year 
conference whereby the Archives Seminar and the New Zealand Seminar 
were allotted the equivalent of a full afternoon, and it was decided to 
recommend to Council that a similar arrangement be made next year" 

Topographical Index to N.Z. Paintings: On the recommendation of the 
Archives Seminar, it was resolved that a letter be sent to Mr P. Tomory 
Director of the Auckland Art Gallery, commending the work being don 
in compiling a topographical index to N.Z. paintings and assuring him 
of the willing co-operation of members of the Association in the project 

Index to the Appendices to the Journals of the House of Represen- 
tatives: It was resolved that, in accordance with the recommendation from 
the Archives Seminar, a letter be sent to the Clerk of the House of 
representatives stating that although the Index to the Appendices to the 
Journals of the House of Representatives, 1923-1938, is useful, it is in 
many respects unsatisfactory, and suggesting that the compiler of future 
indexes should consult with the Librarian of the General Assembly Library 

Indexes in Published Works: It was resolved that, in accordance with 
the recommendation from the Archives Seminar, representations be made 
to New Zealand publishers concerning the desirability of including indexes 
in appropriate cases in works published by them, and that it be suggested 
to the State Literary Fund that indexing, in appropriate cases, might well 
be a condition of subsidy. 

Regional Library Co-operation: The following conference resolution 
was received: “That this conference endorses the report and recommenda: 
tions of the Committee on Regional Library Co-operation and urges the 
Council to approach the Government for its support of the proposals”. 

It was resolved that the recommendation be adopted and that an approach 
be made to the Government. 

Trustees for N.Z.L.A. Accounts: It was resolved that the trustees for 
the Association’s accounts be reappointed. 

Advertising Manager N.Z.L.: It was resolved that Mr I. W. Malcolm 
be reappointed Advertising Manager for New Zealand Libraries. 
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N.Z.L.A. COMMITTEES 1958-59 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


The following Standing Committees were appointed by Council 
at its meeting of 28 February 1958: 


CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE: To examine and report upon any appli- 
cation or nomination for the grant of an Associateship or Fellowship 
which may be referred to it by the Council or by the Registrar acting 
on behalf of the Council. G. T. Alley (convener), C. W. Collins, 
A. G. W. Dunningham, H. G. Miller and S. Perry. 

FICTION COMMITTEE: To consider bibliographical work in the 
field of fiction and to recommend to Council such action as it deems 
necessary from time to time. J. P. Sage (convener), M. S. Martin, 
A. E. Mercer, J. H. Norrie, T. B. O'Neill, J. I. Reynolds, N. M. 
Russell, F. Thomas and C. Tibbles. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: To watch all matters of the Association’s 
finances and keep Council advised and to formulate for the considera- 
tion of Council draft annual estimates. S Perry (convener), G. T. 
Alley, M. S. Fleming, D. M. Wylie, the Hon. Secretary and the 
Registrar (non-voting). 

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE: To consider all matters relating to library 
legislation and to statutory powers and rules of the Association. 
G. T. Alley (convener), M. S. Fleming, T. D. H. Hall, J. W. Kealy 
and S. Perry. 

LIBRARIANS’ SALARIES, RECRUITMENT, CONDITIONS AND QUALIFI- 
CATIONS COMMITTEE: In view of the need to attract suitable recruits 
to the career of librarianship (i) to reconsider the salary scales now 
being recommended by the Association; (ii) to present new recom- 
mendations which would provide sufficient salary inducement to attract 
such recruits; (iii) to make recommendations on any other matters 
which in its opinion could affect the recruitment of such persons. 
R. N. O'Reilly (convener), H. Brown, L. Christie, C. W. Collins, R. 
Duthie, H. O. Roth, J. P. Sage and F. A. Sandall. 

LIBRARY BUILDINGS COMMITTEE: To investigate the possibilities 
of improvements in the planning and design of library buildings, both 
public and special, and bookmobiles. A. P. Taylor (convener), 
H. B. Cowey, G. L. Cumming, K. A. R. Horn, K. McCaul, A. E. 
Mercer and J. P. Sage. 

LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE: To consider the question of library 
training, the administration of the N.Z.L.A. Training Course and 
the representation of the Association in the selection of students 
for the Library School. M. S. Fleming (convener), G. T. Alley, 
C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dunningham, R. Duthie, E. A. Evans, 
H. Macaskill, T. B. O’Neill, S. Perry and the Registrar (non-voting). 
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Nationa Liprary COMMITTEE: To recommend to Council appro- 
priate steps in the attainment of a National Library for New Zealand. 
A. G. Bagnall (convener), G. T. Alley, C. W. Collins, A. G. W. 


Dunningham, E. H. Leatham, H. G. Miller, R. N. O'Reilly, S. Perry, | 


C. R. H. Taylor and D. M. Wylie. 

New ZEALAND Book RESOURCES COMMITTEE: To strengthen, co- 
ordinate and exploit the book resources of the Dominion. Its work 
will include all matters connected with book purchases by libraries, 
inter-library loans, accessibility of books to readers, and the com- 
pilation of necessary bibliographical records. G. T. Alley (convener), 
A. G. Bagnall (secretary), C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, A. G. W. 
Dunningham, R. Duthie, P. Havard-Williams, E. H. Leatham, H. G. 
Miller, S. Perry, F. A. Sandall and J. O. Wilson. 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: To ensure the nomination of a suffici- 
ency of suitable candidates for the various offices of the Association 
and for ordinary members of the Council. The President, Immediate 
Past President and Hon. Secretary-Treasurer. 

PusLic Liprary SERVICE COMMITTEE: To consider public library 
service, the clarification of objectives, and the elaboration and revision 
of standards as drawn up by the Standards Research Committee of 
1951-52, and to recommend any measures for improving, extending 
and co-ordinating public library service in New Zealand. D. M. 
Wylie (convener), G. T. Alley, D. B. Black, H. B. Cowey, A. G. W. 
Dunningham, A. E. Mercer, T. B. O’Neill, R. N. O'Reilly and A. P. 
Taylor. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE: To consider all matters relating to 
Association publications: A. G. Bagnall (convener), J. A. Frampton, 
I. W. Malcolm, A. L. Olsson, J. P. Sage, D. M. Wylie and the 
Registrar (non-voting). 


AD HOC COMMITTEES 


The following Ad Hoc Committees were appointed by Council at 
its meeting of 28 February 1958: 


ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: To consider and report on matters set out 
in document 1958/3 and other matters referred to it by Council. 
G. T. Alley (convener), C. W. Collins, A. G. W. Dunningham, 
E. O. E. Hill, D. C. McIntosh, D. M. Wylie and the Registrar. 

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE: To recommend action on the custody and 
care of public and private archives to the appropriate authorities, and 
to advise on procedures for the care of such archives within New 
Zealand. J. O. Wilson (convener), A. G. Bagnall, E. A. Evans, J. A. 
Frampton M. W. Standish, G. M. Strathern and J. C. Wilson. 

COMMITTEE ON REGIONAL LIBRARY CO-OPERATION: To recommend 
to Council appropriate steps for furthering the Association’s policy 
on regional library co-operation. A. G. W. Dunningham (convener), 
H. H. Barker, E. O. E. Hill, T. B. O'Neill and S. Perry. 
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE: To prepare a draft programme for the 
1959 conference for submission to the Standing Executive Committee, 
to assist in making arrangements for the conference and to give 
consideration to the actual running of conference sessions. H. J. 
Lorimer (convener), G. T. Alley, G. H. Briggs, J. A. Frampton, S. 
Perry, D. M. Wylie and the Registrar (non-voting). 

The President and Hon. Secretary are ex officio members of all 
committees except the Credentials Committee. 





LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


“SUBSIDY AT A PRICE” 


Sir, 

In looking through recent numbers of New Zealand Libraries | have 
been interested to see your paragraph on page 99 of the June 1957 
issue headed “Subsidy at a price”. 

I shall be glad if you will give publicity in your Journal to the 
following: 


Extract from the Minutes of the eleventh Annual Conference of the 
South African Library Association, Durban, 1956: “Dr. H. Maple 
raised the question of the conditions on which the Association accepts 
a subsidy from the Department of Education, Arts and Science. 


“After discussion the following motion was proposed by Mr M. M. 
Stirling and seconded by Mr R. F. Kennedy: 


“That it be an instruction to the Council that in future no grant 
be applied for which embodies conditions which are in conflict 
with the principles of the Constitution. 
AGREED.” 
Thus in the year 1956-7 no “Subsidy at a price” was applied for, 
and the question of subsidy has fallen away. This is referred to in 
the Annual Report of the Association for 1956-7. 


D. H. VARLEY, 


Chief Librarian, 
South African Library, 
Cape Town. 
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COPYRIGHT ACT 


FURTHER SUBMISSION BY THE N.Z.L.A. 


The New Zealand Library Association, in accordance with the 
permission granted by the Chairman of the Copyright Committee, 
makes a further submission on an aspect of the question not dealt with 
earlier, namely photographs in libraries. A number of libraries have 
growing collections of prints and negatives, chiefly of historical interest, 
the largest being that in the Alexander Turnbull Library, amounting 
now to about 160,000 of both kinds. The collections have been built 
up largely by a series of bequests, and represent an invaluable adjunct 
to the printed or manuscript research material in the libraries 
concerned. They are frequently consulted for research purposes and 
from time to time copies of individual photographs are made available 
at cost, usually, although not invariably, for purposes of publication. 
In a great many cases, particularly where prints are concerned, there 
is simply no way of ascertaining who owns the copyright. 

Section 27 of the Copyright Act, 1913, provides that copyright shall 
subsist in photographs for fifty years “from the making of the original 
negative from which the photograph was directly or indirectly derived” 
and states that “the person who was the owner of such negative at the 
time when such negative was made shall be deemed to be the author 
of the work.” This provision was based on the appropriate section 
of the United Kingdom Act. However, Section 3 (4) (b) of the 1956 
Act affords a greater measure of protection in that copyright in a 
photograph now subsists “until the end of the period of fifty years 
from the end of the calendar year in which the photograph is first 
published.” As most photographs in libraries and elsewhere have not 
been published, and in many cases were not taken with a view to 
publication, it is considered that this provision should not be incor- 
porated in any New Zealand legislation. 

It is the Association’s wish to permit the effective use of historical 
material without detriment to the owners of copyright. Although a 
considerable number of photographs now in libraries were not taken 
for publication, it is appreciated that the Committee is unlikely, for 
various reasons, to reduce the period of copyright protection. In view 
of this, the situation could be put on a proper basis by permitting 
libraries to copy photographs in which copyright still exists, on 
condition that the librarian gives the person obtaining the print details, 
to the best of his knowledge, of the owner of the copyright, the source 
from which the photograph was obtained, and the name of the 
photographer. If the photograph is intended for publication, the 
responsibility should clearly rest with the user to obtain copyright 


The first submission made to the Copyright Committee by the N.Z.L.A. was published 
in New Zealand Libraries 20n6:145-9, Ag 1957. 
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permission. If a library supplies a copy in good faith without knowledge 
of the owner of the copyright any claim, which should be confined to 
a fair and reasonable fee for supplying the print, should be against the 
person receiving the copy. 

The Association considers that the above proposals would meet the 
claims and needs of all parties and give authority to what is largely 
current practice in supplying copies ot photographs. 





ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 1956 


The following Administration Reports were submitted by Library 

School Students of the 1956 class: 

ANDERSON, F. Gramophone records in public libraries. 

Burns, J. Adult education; theory and general relations of the public 
library to it with individuals and organised groups. 

CatverT, N. L. Towards a solution of the problem of specialisation in 
New Zealand libraries. 





| Hornsby, M .T. Some aspects of university library organisation in 

Great Britain. 

FRENCH, P. M. Pay collections. 

Mackay, R. S. Mobile library service in large and small cities. 

McPuerson, M. Lending policy for public libraries. 

PowNaLL, B. Staff relations in libraries. 

PuURTON, B. J. Library services to children in Lower Hutt City and 
Petone. 

SHIPHERD, A. Display work. 

WaLkER, D. Censorship and the public library with special reference 
to New Zealand. 

Warburton, C. I. Microfilm and allied techniques. 





INCOME TAX CONCESSIONS AND 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The Australian Library Journal (6n4:175-6, Oct. 1957) reports 
that, in consequence of a resolution passed at a conference of rep- 
resentatives of the Commonwealth National Library and State 
| Libraries held in Canberra in November, 1953, a deputaiton was 
received on 1 July, 1957 by the Federal Treasurer. Later a formal 
submission was forwarded. Subsequently, in his budget speech for 
_ 1957-58, the Treasurer stated that it was proposed to widen the 
Scope of income tax concessions for gifts to include cultural and 
industrial research organisations. These include public libraries and 
| art galleries. Amounts of £1 and upwards donated to the specified 
| Organisations on and after | July 1957 will be allowable deductions 
lor income tax purposes. It is also proposed to extend the exemption 
Irom duty to property passing to secified organisations, including 
public libraries, 
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THE WEAKEST LINK 





Plastic book covers are used by the majority of 

libraries throughout New Zealand and have improved BC 
the appeal and life of books in circulation. Experience 
has shown librarians that the edge binding tape tends 
to split at the spine and deteriorate rapidly after a 
few months’ use. 


We are pleased to offer what we believe to be a 
better book cover and we are prepared to guarantee 
the edge binding tape for the life of the cover. In 
conjunction with some quite attractive advertising this 
book cover is offered at a lower price. 





Should you have a limited budget please allow us — 
to demonstrate how your quantity of cellulose covers 
may be increased by at least fifty per cent. for the 
same outlay. 


As we are indenting our Cellulose Acetate from England 
precut to size, we have available 10 reels 24 in. wide, 
004 in. thick, 60 Ibs. weight per reel. The price is 7s. 10d. 
per Ib. plus packaging and freight. 





If we have aroused your interest—write to: 


COMMERCIAL PUBLICITY LTD. 








P.O. Box 1941; Auckland. 














Say you saw theic advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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15 DARWIN STREET. 
KARORI, 
WELLINGTON, W.3. 


Telephone 78-322 


BOOKBINDING SPECIALISTS 
PICKERING AND PLATT 


We specialise in the modern Flexibound process and are experts 
in the repair and finishing of rare bindings. 


Quotations submitted on any class of binding. 


All our quotations include lettering in gold or black. 

















———_— 


are constructed in 


SELECTED TIMBERS 








| with 

AUTOMATIC DRAWER STOPS 
CARD LOCKING RODS 

BRASS FITTINGS THROUGHOUT 


* 


For further particulars write 


| LOMAK FURNITURE CO. LTD. 


Phone 75-903 Christchurch Box 1021 








Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO N.Z.L.A. LIST 


AUTHOR GRADING 
A. Established author of Major Works—wholly free. 
[A] Tentative A grading—mainly free. 
AB Author with Literary and General appeal—suitable for both free 
and rental collections. 
[AB] As above: tentative grading. 
B Author of Stock Commercial Novels—wholly rental. 
TITLE GRADING 
A Major works. 
Ab_ Less important works. 
AB Literary and general appeal. 
aB- General but mainly non-literary appeal. 
B= Stock commercial. 
OQ May cause offence. 
PopuLarity is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) after the title 
gradings. 





1. STANDARD TITLES BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Aldridge, James, 1918- .A/B. I wish he entertainment to be expected of . 
would not die. Bodley Head, 1957. Mr Bates.”’ TLS, 22-11-57. AB**. 
12/6. “It deals with desert warfare Colette, Sidonie Gabrielle Claudine. 
and treks backwards and forwards into 1873-1954. A. Claudine in Paris, tr 
a wartime Cairo that was never lack- by Antonia White. Secker & Warburg. 
ing in either colour, drama or situa- 1958. 13/6. “Now rated something of 
tion . . . The weakness of the novel a literary curiosity, Claudine in Paris 
is that [the hero’s] problem is finally will not probably be rated . . .among 
solved by a falsely intruding situation. her best work but should be valued for 
Mr Aldridge writes well and some of the curious but vivid portrait of Willy 
his pictures of wartime Cairo are himself in the character of the critic, 
brilliant.” TLS, 15-11-57. AB*. Maugis, and for the occasional glimpse 

Amis, Kingsley. | like it here. Gollancz, of the quieter, more reflective Colette. 
1958. 13/6. “. . . should not have been that shows through the mask of 
a novel at all but impressions of Claudine.” TLS, 17-1-58. AB**. 
Portugal . . . But there is enough Cooper, William, 1885- . AB. Young 
incidental liveliness . . . to make one people. Macmillan, 1958. 16/-. “It is 
feel he still controls a powerful ma- a most attractive and_ entertaining 
chine.” G. S. Fraser in NS, 18-1-58. novel. Mr Cooper is not a writer who 
AB*. gives one pleasure by turn of phrase or 

Balzac, Honoré de, 1799-1850. A. The felicity of language, but it all goes 
lily in the valley, tr. by Lucienne Hill. down as smooth as butter. and with 
Elek, 1957. 18/-. “. . . a very good every appearance of _ effortlessness 
translation of Balzac’s famous novel there have been created a place. 4 
about the clash between frustrated period and a state of being.”’ W. Allen 
spiritual and frustrating carnal love.” in NS, 1-3-58. AB*. 

G. S. Fraser in NS, 30-11-57. A*. Ehrenburg, Ilia Grigorevich. 1891- 

Bates, Herbert Ernest, 1905- . A/AB. A/AB. Julio Jurenito. MacGibbon and 
Sugar for the horse. Joseph, 1957. Kee, 1958. 18/-. “First published in 
12/6. “A further dozen escapades in 1922 . . . It was the product of his 
which [Uncle Silas] the rascally and own wartime and civil war expefl: 
refreshingly unrepentant old country- ences, in Paris and in and out of 
man is not only the central character Russia, both white and red. It is 4 
but almost invariably the cause of the very lively, shapeless, picaresque novel 
mischief . . . but his adventures do M. Richardson in NS, 22-2-58 
not often come up to the level of Ab*. 
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Fabricius, Johan Wigmore. 1899- . AB. 
Setuwo the tiger, tr. by Roy Edwards. 
Heinemann, 1957. 15/-. ““Mr Fabricius 
conveys a good deal of the natural 
bitterness of the replaced Dutch Civil 
Servant, and of the uneasy triumph 
of the new Indonesian bureaucrat. The 
love affair in the jungle is movingly 
described, but the writing is never 
quite compelling enough . . . to give 
the underlying problems a definite con- 
text." TLS, 15-11-57. AB** 

Faulkner, William Harrison, 1897- 
The Town. Chatto and Windus, 1958. 
12/6. “The best things in The Town 
are those closest to the manner and 
matter of The Hamlet. But for the 
most part there is much too little of 
the wild Faulknerian poetry and the 
wild Faulknerian humour, much too 
much of the Faulknerian sound and 
fury, with the death-dealing words 
‘doom’, ‘fate’, ‘irredeemable’, ‘irre- 
trievable’, in full spate.”” W. Allen in 
NS, 1-2-58. P. 

Gedden, Rumer, 1907- .A/AB. Mooltiki 
and other stories and poems of India. 
Macmillan, 1957. 10/6. “She writes of 
the peasants and their fields, the 
tribesmen and their flocks, and the 
animals in the jungle .. . the careful 
yet colourful texture of her writing 
will please as much as her excellent 
<< of Indian life.”” TLS, 13-12- 

A 


Hayes, Alfred, 1911- . AB.My face for 
the world to see. Gollancz, 1958. 12/6. 
. a truly formidable and terrify- 
ing talent. He has a merciless insight 
into human behaviour and he writes 
with extreme compression and great 
directness. His hero and narrator is 
a middle-aged American novelist, dis- 
illusioned . . . a scriptwriter in Holly- 
wood.” W. Allen in NS, 1-3-58. Ab*. 
Hartog, Jan de, 1914- AB. The - 
sea. Hamilton, 1957. ‘10/6. “. . 
slight but delightful story round > 
vanished world, that of the fishing 
fleets which sailed the Zuyder Zee 
. .” TLS, 13-12-57. AB**, 

Jameson, Margaret Storm, 1897- = 
A cup of tea for Mr Thorgill. Mac- 
millan, 1957. 15/-. Her theme is “the 
Struggle of a young self-made don to 
clear himself even if it means the 
loss of his career and his wife from 
the net which his earlier Communistic 
inclinations have formed around him 
.. . Miss Jameson has made a real 
effort to penetrate below the super- 
ficial level of experience, and the 
considerable measure of success 
she attains marks this as one of the 
most ambitious and interesting of her 
novels.” TLS 15-11-57. A*. 

King, Francis, 1923- . AB. The man on 
the rock, Longmans, 1958. 15/-. “He 
gives you an agonisingly sharp picture 
of modern, post civil-war, Athens with 
its chronic and acute economic crisis 
and its climate of irresponsibility.”” M. 
Richardson in NS, 1-2-58. 

Lagerkvist, Par Fabian, 1891- . A. The 
Sybil, tr. by Naomi Walford. Chatto 
and Windus, 1958. 10/6. “. . . The 
Sybil is a novel about the nature of 

od. To a mountain cave outside 


Lessing, Doris May, 1919- 


Marshall, Bruce, 1899- 


Shaw, Irwin, 1913- 


Delphi comes a traveller from Calvary 
. . . to ask counsel of the old woman 
who was once Pythia at the me 
’ it is the scene of the parable 
rather than its ambiguous theology 
that remains to haunt the memory.” 
TLS, 31-1-58. Ab. 

A. The 


habit of loving. MacGibbon and Kee, 
1957. 15/-. 17 stories “* . at least 
a dozen are very good, indeed . 

they deal wisely and affectingly with 
adult relationship rather than , exploit 
eccentric situations . . TLS, 


29-11-57. A**. 
. AB. The bank 
audit. Constable, 1958. 18/-. “. 
this time he has come up with a 
winner . . . ingenious, witty, sprawl- 
ing with invention. What Mr Balchin 
has done for his backroom _labora- 
tories . . . Mr Marshall has done for 
chartered accountancy.” J. Raymond 
in NS, 15-2-58. AB**. 


Mittelholzer, Edgar, 1909- . A/AB. Kay- 


wana blood. Secker, 1958. 21/-. “This 
is a further addition to the saga of 
the Van Groenwegel family, slave- 
owning planters in Guiana about the 
end of the eighteenth century . . 
This novel seems little better than a 
hundred long, historical, romantic sex 
and violence novels . . . One knows 
from A morning at the office how 
well he can write . . . there is no 
excuse for the slap-dash Staginess of 
some of his dialogue now. H. 
Johnson in NS, 8-2-58. AB**. 


Panova, Vera. A. Span of the year. 


Harvill Press, 1957. 15/-. ‘“‘Her novel 
describes . . . the cycle of the year in 
a provincial Russian town in 1950 
> It strikes one as a completely 
authentic picture of the Russian 
domestic scene.” W. Allen in NS, 
7-12-57. AB*. 


Saroyan, William, 1908- . A. The whole 


voyald, Faber, 1957. 15/-. He is “a 
writer who, having struck lucky once 
or twice by exploiting his homespun 
philosophies, his homely simpleness, 
has hung on to these wide-eyed faiths 
with the sad persistence of a spaniel 

. . He had a freshness of impact 
once, an artless honesty of expression 
that landed some weighty human 
anecdotes, But the freshness has 
faded.” TLS, 15-11-57. A 


Selvon, Samuel. [A]. Ways of Sunlight. 


MacGibbon and Kee, 1958. 15/-. “In 
this new book .. . he writes at 
moments in the West Indian rhythm, 
at others as a cultivated Englishman 
might write . . . set both in Trinidad 
and London There are plots 
enough in both parts of the book for 
half a dozen novels: but Mr Selvon 
has for the time being contented him- 
self with evoking scene, mood and 
people.” TLS, 31-1-58. 

. A. Tip on a dead 


jockey. Cape, 1957. 15/-. “. . . thor- 
oughly excellent and _ entertaining 
Stories . . . AS many are set in 


Europe as not... in this way one 


gets a realistic and yet recognisable 
impression of what Europe can mean 

. to a variety of Americans.’’ TLS, 
22-11-57. AB*. 








Spender, Stephen, 1909- . A. Engaged in 
writing. Hamilton, 1958. 15/-. Two 
stories of which the second “is much 
less interesting’. The title story is a 
Satire on the solemn and farcical un- 
reality of international writers’ con- 
zresses. Reviewed in NS, 25-1-58. Ab. 

Yaffe, James. AB. Nothing but the night. 


2. SELECTED TITI 


Bowen, John. After the rain. Faber, 
1958. 15/-. “His sharply satirical atti- 
tude sometimes puts one in mind of 
George Orwell, while the staccato 
humour of his dialogue is reminiscent 
of Mr Waugh. Yet .. . he manages 
to preserve his own individuality. Mr 
Bowen has undoubtedly achieved 
something out of the ordinary, but 
what is perhaps more important and 
unusual, has at the same time man 
aged to relate it to ordinary life.” 
TLS, 31-1-58. Ab*. 

Hopkins, Bill, The divine and the decay. 
MacGibbon and Kee, 1957. 15/-. “Mr 
Hopkins, who lacks at present the 
capacity for serious expression really 
has something serious to say .. . its 
Statement of neo-Facist nihilism has 
more than a merely symptomatic in- 
terest."” TLS, 20-12-57. AB*. 

Jones, Mervyn. On the last day. Cape, 
1958. 15/-. “It is set in 1959 ... 
East and West are at war and Britain 
is occupied by the Russians, the 
British Government having _ trans- 
ported itself to Quebec, which is the 
scene of the action . . . one can only 
admire the firmness and the convinc- 
ingness with which Mr Jones handles 
his fable for our times.” W. Allen in 
NS, 25-1-58. Ab*. 

Karp, David. Leave me alone. Gollancz. 
1958. 16/-. “It is one of the most 
powerful and best-writen indictments 
of American suburb society that I 
have read. besides being an admirable 
niece of fiction in its own right.” 

. Raymond in NS, 15-2-58. AB*. 

Linn, Bettina. A_ letter to Elizabeth 
Chatto, 1958. 15/-. “Notable for a 
competence of construction which 
seems to show a practised hand and 
for a flavour of an earlier age and 
attitude which mixes intriguingly with 
the setting of contemporary collegiate 
America.”” TLS, 24-1-58. AB* 

Mallet-Joris, Francoise. House of lies. tr. 
by H. Briffault. W. H. Allen. 1958. 
15/-. “She writes with the assurance 
of a thoroughly competent and ex- 


Cape, 1958. 18/-. Another literary 
treatment of the Leopold- Loeb murder, 
“Crimes of this sort so far excel the 
normal scope of empathy that they 
make surprisingly poor literary ma- 
terial, they are case book stuff, not 
the stuff of novels.”” P. H. Johnson ig 
NS, 8-2-58 ' 


-ES BY NEW AUTHORS 


perienced novelist. The head and the 
centre of A house of lies is an elderly 
brewer, round whom descendants and 
Gependaats squabble . . .”” TLS, 17-1- 
58 B. 


58. A 

Memmi, Albert. Strangers. Elek, 1958, 
13/6. “. . . a tragedy of misalliance. 
The aie a Tunisian Jew educated 
in France, returns to Tunis as a 
doctor with an Alsatian wife who 
cannot fit into . . . the feudal bar- 
barism of life in the ghetto there.” 
W. Allen in NS, 1-3-58. : 

Moore, Brian. The feast of Lupercal, 
Deutsch, 1958. 15/-. ““Mr Moore, like 
a minor genre painter, still shows no 
sign of going beyond his tight littl 
corner of Catholic Belfast. There are 
many good things in this book, but 
Mr Moore will have to extend his 
imagination considerably if he is really 
to succeed as a novelist.” J. Raymond 
in NS, 15-2-58. AB*. 

Niland, D’Arcy. Call me when the cross 
turns over. Angus & Robertson, 1957, 
13/6. “Rough, tough and bursting with 
Swagman energy Mr Niland’s 
brutal laconic idiom is sui generis 
beyond the billabong echoes and its 
odd poetry carries the novel triumph- 
antly.”” TLS, 24-1-58. oe 

Spencer, Elizabeth. The voice at the 
back door. Gollancz, 1957. 15/-, “In 
many ways the author of this much 
praised book apvears as an almost 
impeccable novelist. She has a pro 
found and unforgettable feeling for 
the scenery and the personality of the 
South.” TLS, 22-11-57. A**. 

White, Patrick. Voss. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, 1957. 16/-. “It is very fine 
indeed, by far the most impressive 
new novel I have read this year... 
The time of the action is 1845 and 
the opening scenes are set in Sydney 

What is remarkable is the way 
in which Mr White succeeds without 
strain or discordance in _ running 
through the whole gamut from social 
comedy to the depiction of the solitary 
human being in the extreme situa 
tion.” W. Allen in NS, 7-12-57. Ab**, 


5. REPRINTS 


West, Nathanael. pseud of Nathan 
Weinstein. 1906-1940. A. Complete 
works, introd, by A. Ross. Secker, 


1957. 25/-. “One of the novelists of 


the breakdown of the American dream 
in the Thirties.” NS, 7-12-57. A*. 
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